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Tn learning to write, the first thing requiring attention is | 


position at the desk; next, position of the book; and finally 
position of the hand and pen. The accompanying 
diagrams will help to make clear each of these points. 

Position of the body. The pupil should sit quite 
erect with the body near enough to touch the desk 
without resting against it. Both feet should be 


well illustrated by the accompanying cut. 
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‘The position of the hand is 
The pen should 
be held between the fingers and thumb, the first 
finger about one inch from the pen-point. The 
second finger should drop under 
the holder so that the crossing is 
at the root of the nails. The hand 
should form a movable rest on 


Position ” the ‘hand ana pen. 


placed squarely on the floor directly under the 
middle of the desk. The arms should rest on 
the desk so that the direction of the left forearm | 
is nearly at right angles to the right forearm. 
Position of the book. The book should be placed 
in the central position directly in front of the body 
so that the lower edge will make an angle of about 
25° with the edge of the desk nearest the pupil. In 
the diagram let ABCD represent the top of the desk. 
1, 2, 3, 4 represent the book, the lower edge of which (1, 2) 
makes an angle of about 25° with 
AB, the edge of the desk. If the 
right arm. be placed as shown and 
allowed to move from left to right 
as if pivated at the elbow, the pen 
will describe the arc of a circle as 
indicated by the dotted line. The 
chord of this arc will be the line on 
which pupil is to write. All the down strokes which the 
pupil makes will naturally prove to be vertical, as much 
so as if he were writing vertical hand. ‘They will be at 
right angles to the edge of the’ desk and the cross axis of 
the body ; that is, they will be vertical to his position, not 
They will make an angle of 


to the dine on which he writes. 


about 65" with the ruled lines of his book, which will prove - 


to be a most natural slant for goat ole. work. 


the nails of the third and fourth 
fingers so that it may move easily 
throughout a word. In order that this freedom of 
movement may be secured the arm must, be placed 
far enough up on the desk so that the wrist will 
not touch. 

To the Teacher. It ought to be distinctly under- 
stood that a mastery of the first essentials should not be 
thought time wasted. They are of vital. importance as 
affecting all future lessons. Take a. little time to make 
clear to every pupil the correct position. Be sure that 
each one has the book in proper position, and the hand 
and arms in proper relation to the book. 

This can best be accomplished while drilling .on the 
‘Movement Exercises” found on the last cover page. 


Tracing these exercises with a dry pen, followed with 


pen and ink on practice paper, will prove very helpful in 
acquiring a good position and an easy, graceful style of 
writing. . Pupils should always be required to, practice these 
exercises with care and method. The practice papers should 
be arranged with as much care and kept as neat as any 
page in the copy book. 

In the books of this series the teacher may prefer to have 
his pupils write by columns rather than across the page, — 
_ especially in the. Sauer numbe TS. 
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CHART OF LETTERS 
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The letters in the above chart are used exclusively throughout this series of copy books. It has been thought best. 


FX not to burden pupils with a variety of forms of letters from which to choose. The time allotted to the writing lessons 
"is better used in acquiring a single style of letter than in attempting to learn half a dozen different forms. Simplicity of 


style is a marked characteristic of the above letters. All needless lines are omitted, and flourished forms have been 
excluded. ‘The moderate slant of the letters and the simplicity of the forms provide for a plain, neat, easily acquired and 
rapid style of writing. 
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[hese movement exercises will be found profitable in developing freedom in the use of the pen and a valuable aid “J 
in acquiring speed in writing. Practice with a dry pen and with ink on plain paper, but with great care to preserve 
good form with easy motion. Do not scribble. Practice with care. 
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